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Dear reader,
affirming the need to protect, preserve 
and improve the state of the environment, 
the central asian countries took 
formal steps in further progressing 
environmental cooperation in the region 
and founded the regional environmental 
centre for central asia (carec) during 
the fourth ministerial conference as 
part of the "environment for europe" 
process in Denmark in 1998. three 
years after sketching its formal shape, 
carec commenced its initial operations 
delivering its first project activities in 2001. 
this year carec turned 15, executing 
more than 230 projects for a total amount 
of 48 million euros.

carec has passed through various 
phases of development, guided by its 
mandate – to serve as a regional platform 
for environmental cooperation and the 
dissemination of ecological knowledge. 
the organization has also contributed 
to the creation and promotion of best 

practices in the field of water resources 
management, environmental education, 
and adaptation to climate change in 
central asia. capabilities and expertise of 
carec are expanding from year to year, 
enhancing cooperation with national and 
international partners, non-governmental 
organizations and civil society.

on the occasion of the 15 th anniversary 
of carec, the year 2016 was full of 
essential events: platforms for regional 
partnership became stronger – a project 
office opened in Afghanistan, CAReC held 
a series of meetings with parliamentarians 
and diplomats of countries in central asia, 
launched new projects, strengthened 
positions on existing programmes. this year 
also hosted the central asian environmental 
forum entitled   "cooperation on environment 
and Sustainable Development in central 
asia", which launched new initiatives and 
activities, thereby forming the newest 
platform for cooperation in the region. the 
next central asian environmental forum will 
be held in Ashgabat in 2017.

today carec has achieved a great 
success, continuing to move forward 
in the performance of its mission and 
role in the region. the organization has 
a strategic plan and it is ready for new 
results. the success of the organization 
resulted from the hard work of not only 
the competent team, but also that of all 
partners. We would like to express our 
deep gratitude to all our partners and staff 
for this interesting and busy year. there 
are future steps ahead of us for the benefit 
of the regional sustainable development 
and environmental protection.

Happy New Year!

Yours faithfully,

Dr iskandar abdullaev, 
executive Director

the regional environmental centre 
for central asia
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outlook to the future - ecological tourism: carec participated at the 
international conference on ecotourism

coNteNt

The first meeting of Regional steering Committee within 
camP4aSb project

carec participated in the annual PriSe consortium 
meeting in Dubai

talks with Jasil of mongolia - new perspectives for cooperation

Paris agreement entered into force

the Seventh international forum on energy for Sustainable Development

Strengthening regional cooperation platform – meetings with 
of the ministries of foreign affairs and Central Asian parliamentarians

economics of land Degradation in asia

carec at the international Symposium on Water Diplomacy

carec at the Sixth meeting of the european environment 
and Health task force

turkmenistan will head the international fund for Saving the aral Sea

almaty hosted the third meeting of regional organizations

carec at global Workshop on the Water-food- energy-ecosystems Nexus

carec conducted the second meeting of regional Steering committee

end of the year: time to review

environmental calendar
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follow the latest news on our website www.carececo.org 
facebook and twitter.

15 YearS of SUcceSSfUl WorK 

learN more aboUt oUr orgaNizatioN:

▶    report on carec 15th anniversary activities link here.

▶    carec anniversary movie link here.

▶    our short movie about the leadership Programme link here.

http://www.carececo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/carececo/
https://twitter.com/recca_carec
http://carececo.org/upload/medialibrary/2ac/CAREC-Report-15Years-eng%20(1).pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TymeQjqc8HU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNfl-bLdXak
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OuTlOOk TO The fuTuRe - eCOlOgICAl TOuRIsm: CAReC pARTICIpATed 
at tHe iNterNatioNal coNfereNce oN ecotoUriSm

on 5-6 october 2016, tashkent hosted the 
international conference «ecotourism is an 
important aspect of sustainable development 
and environmental protection: the experience 
of Uzbekistan and foreign practice», which 
gathered more than 200 participants, including 
representatives of the UNWto, UNeP, 
UNece, the international ecotourism Society, 
international financial institutions, diplomatic 
corps and representatives of oliy majlis – 
parliament of the republic of Uzbekistan.

the event was organized by the State committee 
of Uzbekistan for Nature Protection and the 
Uzbektourism National company with the 
participation of the oSce Project coordinator in 

Uzbekistan.the conference was also attended 
by the guest of honor – mr zhu Shanzhong, 
executive Director of technical cooperation and 
Services at the World tourism organization.

During the «ecotourism prospects of natural 
objects» session, executive Director of carec, 
Dr. iskandar abdullaev made a presentation 
on the theme «ecological tourism - ecosystem 
services: experience and approaches of 
carec». Dr. abdullaev announced the global 
statistics on ecotourism and spoke about 
carec projects and activities in central asia in 
this sphere.

Learn more about the event here.
Photo: Information service of the State Committee of Uzbekistan for Nature Protection

tHe firSt meetiNg of regioNal SteeriNg committee WitHiN 
camP4aSb ProJect2

camP4aSb, climate adaptation and mitigation 
programme for Aral sea Basin, is a five-year 
project, which aims to enhance regionally 
coordinated access to improved climate change 
knowledge services for key stakeholders in 
central asian countries, as well as to increased 
investments and capacity building that, combined, 
will address climate challenges common to these 
countries.

Project comprises the following partners: the World 
bank, executive committee of the international 
fund for Saving the aral Sea (ec ifaS) and 
National Partners of central asia. carec is 
responsible for realization of regional component 
of the project, which aims to strengthen the 
knowledge and capacity base for climate action 
and facilitate regional dialogue.

October 10, 2016, Almaty hosted the first meeting 
of regional Steering committee (rSc) within the 
framework of the project. the representatives of 
national coordinating institutions from central 
asian countries attended the meeting along with 
the international organizations.

the main goals of rSc includes an advisory 
support, definition of annual climate investments’ 
priorities, recommendations for the future 
directions and monitoring of the progress of 
the project implementation. the participants 
agreed on the work plan for the first period of the 
project and expressed their readiness for further 
cooperation.

For more details about CAMP4ASB, 
please follow the link.
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http://carececo.org/en/news/vzglyad-v-budushchee-ekologicheskiy-turizm-uchastie-retstsa-v-mezhdunarodnoy-konferentsii-po-ekoturi/
http://carececo.org/en/projects/programma-po-adaptatsii-k-izmeneniyu-klimata-i-smyagcheniyu-ego-posledstviy-dlya-basseyna-aralskogo-/
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carec ParticiPateD iN tHe aNNUal PriSe coNSortiUm meetiNg iN DUbai

october 11-14, 2016, Dubai (Uae) hosted the 
annual PriSe consortium meeting. the overall 
aim of the meeting was to take stock about 
knowledge has been generated to date, identify 
connections among PriSe projects to be taken 
up for the synthesis stage of the research and 
ensure project teams to have a clear work plan 
mapped out for the coming year ahead.  

on behalf of carec, ms Nailya mustaeva, 
climate change & Sustainable energy 

Programme manager, and mr Henry Wyes, 
Deputy executive Director of carec, took part 
in the meeting. They introduced the country’s 
progress of the research, which aims to define 
a role of migrant remittances to a climate 
resilient future in semi-arid lands. the project is 
implemented jointly with ieD afrique and tracks 
the commonalities and differences between the 
two countries – Senegal and tajikistan.

Learn more here.

Photos provided by: http://www.iedafrique.org/

TAlks wITh JAsIl Of mOngOlIA - new peRspeCTIves fOR COOpeRATIOn4

october 24, 2016, executive Director of carec, 
Dr. iskandar abdullaev, together with carec 
board member mrs Kuralai Karibayeva, held a 
meeting with mr Hijaba Ykhanbai, Director of 
environment and Development association – 
Jasil. During the talk, the parties have discussed 
the opportunities for cooperation in central asia 
and mongolia.

Jasil is an environmental organization based 
in Ulaanbaatar (mongolia) with the mission to 
promote sustainable management of natural 
resources and land use in mongolia advocating 
study, networking and training for economic 
development and environmental protection by 
equitable and participatory  approaches. its aim is 
to support for community based pro-poor policies 
and facilitate the empowerment of communities 
and its associations.

activities and projects carried out by Jasil have 
alignment with those of carec that could 
possibly open an avenue for future collaborative 
efforts in tackling environmental challenges of 
the central asian region and mongolia. the sides 
have agreed indeed to start cooperation with 
the view to join forces and create a knowledge 
transfer channels on crosscutting issues of both 
sides.

In the context of CAReC’s expanding 
environmental activities across central asia and 
afghanistan, mongolia could be the next neighbor, 
which would benefit from the organisation’s 
experience while carec, in its turn, would draw 
best practices from mongolian counterpart on 
environmental and
sustainable development matters for the central 
asian region.
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http://carececo.org/en/news/retstsa-uchastvuet-v-ezhegodnoy-vstreche-partnerov-konsortsiuma-prise-/
http://www.iedafrique.org/
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PariS agreemeNt eNtereD iNto force

the Paris agreement entered into force on November 
4, thirty days after the date on which at least 55 Parties 
to the convention accounting in total for an estimated 
55% of the total global greenhouse gas emissions have 
deposited their instruments of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession with the Depository.

this is to remind us that the Paris agreement is the 
treaty, which regulates stabilization of the greenhouse 
gas emissions and set the goal of keeping the 
temperature «well below 2°c above preindustrial 
levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature 
increase to 1.5°c by 2050».

Such an ambitious and comprehensive approach 
towards climate actions is an important turnover in the
climate negotiations history. the central asian 
countries are also actively promoting the global climate
processes. as of today, the governments of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, tajikistan and turkmenistan 
signed the Paris agreement.

carec supports the countries of central asia in the 
global climate processes. the goal is to maintain a  sub-

regional dialogue platform to explore opportunities and 
formulate a joint vision of the countries of central asia 
towards implementation of the global climate policy. in 
the context of its new programmes, carec intends 
to expand its support for the countries of central asia 
to access to modern tools on data and knowledge 
management, methodologies, capacity building and 
information exchange on climate change.

You can read full text of the document here.

tHe SeveNtH iNterNatioNal 
forUm oN eNergY for 
SUStaiNable DeveloPmeNt

6
october 18-21, 2016, baku (azerbaijan) the 
Seventh international forum on energy for 
Sustainable Development took place. it combined 
plenary sessions, parallel workshops and site visits 
over four days.the forum assembled up to 300 
international energy experts, government officials, 
and representatives from the business community, 
financial sector, academia and civil society.

following the adoption of the 2030 agenda for 
Sustainable Development by the United Nations 
general assembly in September 2015, the United 
Nations and other international actors, countries 
and the private sector are exploring how they can 

implement the Sustainable Development goals 
(SDgs) and other aspirational pledges such as 
the Paris agreement on climate change. the 
sustainable development agenda requires countries 
to pursue concerted action on energy in their national 
programmes in both their own national contexts and 
others.

the Seventh international forum on energy for 
Sustainable Development provided the opportunity 
to reflect on the challenges ahead and to agree on 
concrete measures.

Learn more here.
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http://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf
http://carececo.org/en/news/soglasovat-deystviya-rezultaty-mezhdunarodnogo-foruma-po-voprosam-energetiki-v-interesakh-ustoychivo/
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Photo: www.parlam.kz

november 7, dr. Iskandar Abdullaev, executive 
Director of carec met with mr. boriy alikhanov, 
vice Speaker, chairman of the committee 
on environment and nature protection of the 
legislative chamber of oliy majlis of the republic 
of Uzbekistan. the representatives of carec, 
ecomovement and ministry of foreign Affairs 
of the republic of Uzbekistan along with other 

parliamentarians of the legislative chamber 
attended this meeting. the goal of this meeting was 
to discuss the road map on how parliamentarians 
and representatives of the ministry of foreign 
Affairs can interact on issues related to environment 
and nature protection. 

Learn more.
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this year, carec regularly met with parliamentarians 
and diplomats of the central asian countries. 
these discussions contribute to the emergence 
of coordinated national decisions regarding 
environmental issues, and it is, in turn, an important 
step towards sustainable development of the region. 
in this context, over the past three months, the 
organization not only held several round tables in own 
premises, but also met with members of parliament 
in tashkent (Uzbekistan) and astana (Kazakhstan).

November 3, the committee on ecology and Nature 
management of the majilis of the Parliament of 
the republic of Kazakhstan held a conference 

sTRengThenIng RegIOnAl COOpeRATIOn plATfORm – 
meetiNgS WitH of tHe miNiStrieS of foreigN affairS aND ParliameNtariaNS7

on legislative Support for implementation of the 
sdgs and the paris Agreement. Over 70 people 
attended the conference: representatives from the 
ministry of energy of the republic of Kazakhstan, 
the ministry of agriculture, ministry of foreign 
Affairs, the Ambassador at large, and other national 
partners. carec has proposed to supplement the 
recommendations with an idea of using the existing 
capabilities of the organization to promote regional 
cooperation and dialogue on the achievement of 
SDgs, the implementation of the Paris agreement.

Learn more.

http://www.parlam.kz/
http://carececo.org/en/news/ukreplenie-novoy-platformy-regionalnogo-sotrudnichestva-vstrecha-retstsa-s-parlamentariyami-i-predst/
http://carececo.org/en/news/zakonodatelnoe-obespechenie-realizatsii-tseley-ustoychivogo-razvitiya-i-parizhskogo-soglasheniya-v-k/
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carec at tHe iNterNatioNal SYmPoSiUm oN Water DiPlomacY

november 16-17, stockholm (sweden) 
hosted the international Symposium on 
Water Diplomacy. the Symposium brought 
together researchers, diplomats, decision-
makers, thought leaders and practitioners to 
discuss international cooperation over shared 
water resources and water diplomacy as an 
approach to conflict transformation, peace-
building and regional security. Discussion 
topics include environmental peace-building 

and grassroots diplomacy, and the role of 
women in these issues. 

carec participated in «a regional approach to 
water diplomacy» session on the 1st day and 
«environmental Peace-building & grassroots 
Water Diplomacy» session on the 2nd day as 
a panelist.

Learn more here.
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the degradation of land and forest resources 
threatens the livelihoods of the millions of 
people who depend on them. every year, some 
12 million hectares of land are degraded while 
7.6 million hectares of forest are converted 
to other uses or lost through natural causes 
(fao, 2015).

in this context, it is crucial to evaluate the 
extent and severity of land degradation in the 
region and to offer tools for the implementation 
of policies and practices for sustainable land 
management. that is what was discussed 
during special workshop on the study on the 
economics of land degradation in asia.

issues on decrease of land productivity are 
important for central asia since this region is 
predominantly agricultural. these issues are 

also applicable to economic development and 
food security.

During the workshop, 45 participants from 15 
countries of asia, which represented public 
authorities, expert community and international 
development organizations, discussed the 
planned report on natural capital and land 
degradation, made presentations on their 
countries, projects and initiatives, discussed the 
challenges and best practices for sustainable land 
use in different regions and countries.experts 
proposed the results of this meeting in the report 
on specific issues related to land degradation, 
such as information needs, economic evaluation, 
SDg 15.3 and regional policy.

it is expected that the document will be ready 
by the summer next year.

eCOnOmICs Of lAnd degRAdATIOn In AsIA - InCepTIOn wORkshOp8

http://carececo.org/en/news/retstsa-na-mezhdunarodnom-simpoziume-po-voprosam-vodnoy-diplomatii/index.php
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carec at tHe SixtH meetiNg of tHe eUroPeaN eNviroNmeNt 
aND HealtH taSK force

10

11 tUrKmeNiStaN Will HeaD tHe iNterNatioNal fUND for SaviNg tHe aral Sea

November 30 – December 1, 2016, ashgabat 
hosted the meeting on preparation of turkmen 
presidency of the international fund for Saving 
the aral Sea (ifaS). the ministry of foreign 
Affairs and the ministry of Agriculture and water 
resources of turkmenistan organized the event 
with the support of the german agency for 
international development cooperation (giz).

the working meeting was also attended by 
representatives of the UN, the World bank, 
the european Union, the Swiss agency for 
Development and cooperation and carec. in the 
framework of the event, Dr. iskandar abdullaev, 
executive Director of carec, talked about 
potential ways to facilitate the work of ifaS. in 
particular, it was proposed to strengthen regional 
coordination through meetings of regional 
organizations, cooperation with parliamentarians, 

work at the environmental forum of central asia 
as a platform for regular exchanges of efforts and 
progress on sustainable development of central 
asian countries.

Learn more.

November 29-30, 2016, vienna hosted the 
Sixth meeting of the european environment 
and Health task force (eHtf) arranged 
by the government of austria, to begin and 
advance the preparation of the political 
outcome documents for the Sixth ministerial 
conference on environment and Health.

in total 36 countries were present at the 
meeting out of 53 members. Ngo sector 
was represented by ecoforum, european 
environment agency, Health and environment 
allience (Heal), regional environmental 

center (rec), european environment and 
health Youth coalition (eeHYc) as well as 
carec. UN agencies were represented by 
UNece, UNeP, WHo regional office for 
europe.

it was the first participation of carec in the 
eHP.

Learn more.
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http://carececo.org/en/news/turkmenistan-vozglavit-mezhdunarodnyy-fond-spaseniya-arala/
http://carececo.org/en/news/retstsa-na-shestom-soveshchanii-evropeyskoy-tselevoy-gruppy-po-okruzhayushchey-srede-i-zdorovyu-/
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the achievement of regional rallying in 
addressing environmental issues is possible 
through the achievement of a consensus 
between the bodies that deal with these 
questions.

this truth is confirmed by the meeting of 
regional organizations, involved in sustainable 
development and management of water 
resources in central asia, which was held on 
December 5-6, 2016, in almaty.

the initiators of the meeting are the international 
fund for saving the aral Sea (ifaS) and carec 
with the support of the german Society for 
international cooperation (giz). this meeting 
is organized in the framework of the project 
“Strengthening capacities of regional, national 
and local level institutions and sustaining the 

experiences gained in the previous phases” in 
cooperation with the United Nations economic 
commission for europe (UNece).

Learn more.

13 carec at global WorKSHoP 
On The wATeR-fOOd-eneRgy-eCOsysTems nexus

december 6-7, 2016, geneva (switzerland) 
hosted a workshop on assessments of 
the water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus 
and response measures in transboundary 
basins. target audience of the event included 
country officials, practitioners, river basin 
organizations, project managers, international  
organizations, research institutes and 

academia. overall, there were 36 countries, 
37 international organizations, 7 research 
institutions and many others participated in 
this event.

the workshop was organized under the 
leadership of the government of the finland, 
with the support  of the UNece secretariat of the 

Water convention. funding for the workshop and 
the nexus assessments under the convention 
was provided  by finland, germany, italy, 
Sweden and Switzerland.

on behalf of carec, ms ludmila Kiktenko, 
environmental management Programme 
manager, facilitated the discussion on Nexus 

opportunities in central asia and presented a 
new eU-carec-iUcN project “central asia 
Nexus Dialogue Project: fostering Water, energy 
and food Security Nexus  Dialogue and multi-
sector investment in central asia”.

learn more.

almatY HoSteD tHe tHirD meetiNg of regioNal orgaNizatioNS
11
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http://carececo.org/en/news/v-almaty-prokhodit-tretya-vstrecha-regionalnykh-organizatsiy/
http://carececo.org/en/news/otsenka-vzaimosvyazi-mezhdu-vodoy-prodovolstviem-energiey-i-ekosistemami-i-mery-reagirovaniya-v-tran/
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carec coNDUcteD tHe SecoND meetiNg of regioNal SteeriNg committee
12

december 7, 2016, Almaty hosted the second 
meeting of regional Steering committee of 
Smart Waters project financed by the United 
States agency for international Development 
(USaiD) and «Promoting dialogue for conflict 
prevention related to environment, water 
nexus issues in central asia: central asia 
Water-Nexus cooperation» (caWecooP) 
implemented with the support of the european 
Union. 

regional Steering committee monitors and 
evaluates the implementation of carec 
projects on water issues and makes 
recommendations at the regional level.

overall, there were 40 participants – members 
of rSc, representing ministries, which are 
engaged in water resources management 
issues, irrigation, energy, environmental 

protection, all target countries of the projects, 
carec staff, as well as representatives of 
the regional office and missions of USaiD in 
central asia and afghanistan.

Learn more.

December 14-16, 2016, carec held series of 
internal workshops and meetings to increase 
knowledge and awareness of employees 
about the achievements, internal procedures 
and basic rules of the organization in dealing 
with financial and logistics tasks.

Within three days of seminars by in-house 
experts and the chief accountant of the 
organization, interactive seminars were 
conducted to equip office managers and 
assistants with better understanding of the 
internal procedures to improve communication 
in the performance of daily activities, 
exercising contribution to rational planning of 
medium and long-term objectives.

moreover, in the framework of these events 
an interactive session with the participation of 
members of the board of governors and carec 
team was held. the meeting aimed to inform 
carec board of governors about plans for the 
future in the context of the approved strategic 
development plan.

The 37th meeting of CAReC Board of governors 
was held in the framework of carec Development 
Day. the board members from the republic of 
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz republic, the republic 
of tajikistan, turkmenistan, the republic of 
Uzbekistan and international organizations and 
Ngos took part in the meeting.

executive Director of carec, Dr. iskandar 
abdullaev presented his report on the 
assignments given by the board, and the 
governing body shared its comments and 
suggestions. Next board meeting is scheduled 
for 2017.

tHe boarD of goverNorS 
Is A deCIsIOn-mAkIng BOdy Of CAReC. 
tHe boarD rePreSeNtS tHe orgaNiSatioN at 
NatioNal, regioNal aND iNterNatioNal levelS.

15 eND of tHe Year: time to revieW
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http://carececo.org/en/news/retstsa-provel-vtoroe-zasedanie-regionalnogo-rukovodyashchego-komiteta-/
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